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CONFIDENTIAL MANAMA 0281 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS : PFOR, BA 

SUBJECT : SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION TO UNRWA 
REF : (A) STATE 072509; (B) MANAMA 0250 

1) I CALLED ON FOREIGN MINISTER SHEIKH MOHAMMAD BIN MUBARAK 
APRIL 23 TO DISCUSS UNRWA'S FINANCIAL PLIGHT, MAKING ALL THE 
POINTS SUGGESTED IN REFTEL A. I MENTIONED GENERALLY FAVORABLE 
REACTIONS WE HAD RECEIVED FROM OUR APPROACHES TO OTHER ARAB OIL 
PRODUCING STATES. 

2) MOHAMMAD WAS AWARE IN GENERAL OF UNRWA’S UNHAPPY FINANCIAL 
PLIGHT BUT SEEMED SURPRISED AND TAKEN ABACK BY HOW MUCH REFUGEE 
EDUCATION WOULD SUFFER UNLESS MORE CONTRIBUTIONS WERE FORTHCOMING. 
HE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH BAHRAIN WAS NOT A WEALTHY STATE HE WOULD 
TAKE THE MATTER UP IN THE GOB AND RECOMMEND STRONGLY THAT A 
SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTION BE MADE. HE BELIEVED HE COULD PERSUADE 
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HIS GOVERNMENT TO AGREE. 
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